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See the SBA webpage and
Youtube site for text and
video explanations of

the Regional Maps

in Section 1.




2
- AN,

» ” l;‘ ,B‘etﬁ- hemesh
: ‘ _.‘(.::ﬂ_:-“:@ .




-~ P
o

)

‘BiblicalStudies.info







®
sy *&:ﬂ, e "’r ;7' 0Yg &8
i he (ezer Calendar
ury BCE inscription on a small y
blet
which measures 7 x 11 cm, is considered the TV OIXYDIW 903 &
lcbrew document so far discovered. It was found VA TODOKPD |
Y among mounds of excavated material from his dig. MDINDTINA PN

5 ] L display at the Istanbul Archaeological Museum. The
, lar is generally believed to be a
record of agricultural work done during

the 12 months of the year. Tﬁﬁ;}ﬂ
Translation of the inscription: 11173 5OX 1IN
Two months of harvest wpb 1N va
Two months of sowing WO TYY N
Two months of late planting PIVY YD A7
One month of hoeing flax

One month of barley harvest

One month of harvest and measuring
Two months of vine pruning

One month of summer [fruit]
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Joshua 10:33 9] Then Horam king of
Gezer came up to help Lachish, and
Joshua defeated him and his people
until he had left him no survivor.



See the SBA webpage and
Youtube site for text and
video explanations of

the Regional Maps

in Section 1.




Joshua 16:1, 3 Then the lot for the
sons of Joseph went from the Jordan
at Jericho. .. It went down westward
to the territory of the Japhletites, as
far as the territory of lower Beth-
horon even to Gezer, and it ended at
the sea.
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The Archaeological
Excavation and its Finds

Here you can see rooms attached to the city wall, a courtyard,
a silo and a wall enclosing this complex on the north, dating

beginning of the Late Bronze Age. Two hoards were also
unearthed in the excavations: Once featured gold figurines, a
gold ring and other valuable items; the other was a cult offering
in a pottery box containing an Egyptian scarab (in Hyksos style)
and a silver pendent representing the deities Sin and Ashtoreth,
wrapped in a linen cloth.

This complex was first excavated in the 1970s by an American
expedition from the Hebrew Union College, and subsequently
between 2010 and 2018 by a joint expedition from the Israel
Nature and Parks Authority and the Baptist Theological Seminary
of New Orleans, sponsored by the lsrael Antiquities Authority.
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from the the Canaanite period (Middle Bronze Age) 11. This T
complex may have been part of the city gate’s defenses. /£ (e 3 YR MWW 5P NTPRN TIWHD TV Nt 5HoDY 190
£l A\
Among the special finds discovered here were storage {;‘ \ ’ AN OOV ATIK PR KD IKYDIY TPTNIHN DRYDHA 130
jars bearing Proto-Canaanite letters (pictographs from / ;0rPapHNN INON NADAN WOV Py 3M3) HYID - 111757 3INS3
“Quldtl alphabstlc sccrlllpt develop-ed)' and a woman'’s \ *.‘,, “ myH THY T3 DI DIPHNY 1IN NDW 135V NYK THY
e o /
skeleton in a burned layer that indicates that the place Q& % 02 YD) MAON3 ATNINGA (AMNT3M) MHYION NOIPAN K13
was probably destroyed by an Egyptian king in the e
B ppeen STV 1D DOMD T AT NP3V 3N APHY TANKI :DNHLH WY

Egyptanscareb 1HAD3) Ny woIn AY215N DIN PSP 1N91D NN YN
MY PO DN AKX AYPHN 02N 11Om (D10R'
AN 733 OIOWY

ARY3a ANNTD 127Y) Nt oNAR3 M7oNN
AnSYH 123,20 1 RPN DY 70-1
oHW3 Y10 1 170N DY NURInK
My nomwy Nnbwp T3 2018-2010
WHPWHIN NN PHOM TM VIV
s MpAYR M1 Mon3a DYININ 1M DY

Pendent representing the deities Sin and Ashtoreth

Photo: Clara Amit | n'py M 0N*Y






The Canaanite tower

This tower was part of the fortifications of
the city of Gezer in the Canaanite period
(Middle Bronze Age) IL. The tower protected
the area of the city gate, which was

discovered about 20 m to its east.
1ts huge size (16 m wide), the large stone
blocks of which it was built and its immense
preserved height (5 ), make it the largest
Canaanite tower ever found. The tower's
uniform surviving height indicates that from
this point upward it was built of mudbricks
t survive. The original height of
the tower is estimated at about 15 m. This
may have been a gate fortress, housing
amilitary and administrative center, the
dwelling of the king or the governor, public
reception ToOMms and various gervice ro0mS-

3
19339 DD

13 PP AR PN KN Mt Pae]
11 mo'AR (ABInaN) ALY N9RN3

2PN WY WK PR Pation}
15 AN OLY 203 RYDY
OYINN (3N D 16) DIV L
390 NIV MK TN f\plgen)
2K AR TP (B 5) MwnYnY
YD 'K AU HYTaN BN Patien}
“pp TV TAKA AN ohon
Y13 H390 HTI0N 93 M NAVBY
Tk THwn HTapn N e Ko
Amyp e 1R omon 1593
JHmm 1R3Y 1970 N naw WY
noaph BN Swipn K TN 0
onwp ny mm e

e
constrction S099eS90




4 v I
- (R
N4
3 i
At e
L et
.
F
















The gate and the tower were part of a wall that surrounded

the city. The gate is typical of this period; it is constructed
of mud-brick on a stone foundation, and is nreserved to a
height of seven meters. Huge stone pilasters protruding into
the passageway narrow its width. On the otside were

wooden doors that did not survive.

From the gate, the city wall
continues left and connects to the
remains of the gigantic watchtower.
The tower was about 16 meters
wide and more than 20 meters long!
It is the largest fortification of its
type in lsrael.
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1 Chronicles 20:4 9 Now it came
about after this, that war broke out
at Gezer with the Philistines; then
Sibbecai the Hushathite killed Sippai,
one of the descendants of the giants,
and they were subdued.



Kings 9:16 For Pharaoh king of Egypt
had gone up and captured Gezer and
burned it with fire, and killed the
Canaanites who lived in the city, and
had given it as a dowry to his
daughter, Solomon's wife.
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1 Kings 9:15 9] Now this is the
account of the forced labor which
King Solomon levied to build the
house of the LORD, his own house,
the Millo, the wall of Jerusalem,
Hazor, Megiddo, and Gezer.
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