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The descendants of the Kenite, Moses’
father-in-law, went up from the city of
palms with the sons of Judah, to the
wilderness of Judah which is in the south
of Arad, and they went and lived with the
people (Judges 1:16).
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The Temple

This is the only temple discovered so far within the boundaries of the
Kingdom of Judah. It was built on an east-west axis (like the Temple in
Jerusalem). Its plan included a front courtyard where the sacrificial altar
was located, behind which was a broad-room sanctuary with benches along
the walls on which to lay offerings and a protruding chamber - the holy of
holies. The temple, which was in use in the 9th to 8th centuries BCE, was
eventually covered with soil, apparently as a result of the concentration of
worship in Jerusalem by King Hezekiah: “He removed the high places, and

broke the pillars.” (2 Kings 18:4).
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The altar

The altar

“An altar of earth thou shalt make unto Me, and shalt sacrifice thereon thy e i g claié liaduu (&“L‘a g elild ;o
burnt-offerings, and thy peace-offerings, thy sheep, and thine oxen.. And if g > e I, S
thou make Me an altar of stone, thou shalt not build it of hewn stones; for if ellio)) Lgale Caasy 131 .4 gaia L da
thou lift up thy tool upon it, thou hast profaned it” (Exodus 20:20-21). This may S, laadly ol il e mddl 2 Lasy ol

be the reason that this altar was indeed made of earth and unhewn stones. Animals
were sacrificed here by a priest. After the animal was slaughtered and sacrificed

it was then burned and eaten, and indeed numerous goat-and sheep bones were 0 G alS Olsaadl s o3 Dl 5 Al

discovered around the altar. =il s aliedl
The altar, which was uncovered in the temple courtyard, measured 2.2 x 2.4 m. s E,—‘bm : K - st S

On top of it was a large flint slab surrounded by plastered channels. The sacrificial
animals were slaughtered on the slab and their blood flowed through the channels.







The Holy of Holies

The standing stone apparently symbolized the
presence of the deity in the temple. In front of
the chamber are two small stone incense altars.
Excavations revealed that the standing stone and
the altars had been buried - laid on their side and
covered with soil and stones. This shows that the
temple was intentionally shut down, apparently
following the concentration of worship in
Jerusalem at the time of King Hezekiah in the late
8th century BCE. '

Here you see a replica of the standing stone and
‘the altars. The original finds are on display in the
Israel Museum in Jerusalem.
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Gen. 21:25 But Abraham complained to
Abimelech because of the well of water
which the servants of Abimelech had
seized. 2° And Abimelech said, "l do not
know who has done this thing; you did not
tell me, nor did | hear of it until today." 4/
Abraham took sheep and oxen and gave
them to Abimelech, and the two of them
made a covenant.




’8 Then Abraham set seven ewe lambs of
the flock by themselves. 2° Abimelech said
to Abraham, "What do these seven ewe
lambs mean, which you have set by
themselves?" 39 He said, "You shall take
these seven ewe lambs from my hand so
that it may be a witness to me, that | dug
this well." 31 Therefore he called that place
Beersheba, because there the two of them
took an oath.



32 So they made a covenant at Beersheba;
and Abimelech and Phicol, the
commander of his army, arose and
returned to the land of the Philistines. 33
Abraham planted a tamarisk tree at
Beersheba, and there he called on the
name of the LORD, the Everlasting God. 34
And Abraham sojourned in the land of the
Philistines for many days.
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LEADING 106OD

He trusted in the LORD, the God of Israel, so that
after him there was none like him among all the
kings of Judah, nor among those who were before
him. For he clung to the LORD; he did not depart
from following Him, but kept His commandments,

which the LORD had commanded Moses.
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