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JERUSALEM
THE TEMPLE MOUNT
DURING THE SECOND TEMPLE PERIOD

A reconstruction of the Temple Mount during the first century.
The drawing is based on archaeological remains and historical
evidence. The Western Wall - on the left - has four gates:

Robinson’s Arch with a descending stairway, Barclay’s Gate,
Wilsan'’s Arch with a bridge and Warren’s Gate. At the north-west
corner stood the Antonia Fortress
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JERUSALEM
THE TEMPLE MOUNT
DURING THE SECOND TEMPLE PERIOD . " -
A BECOMSTROCTION BASED ON ARCHAROLOCICAL AND WITTOLICAL EVIDENCE v S . o ITMEYLR

The southern wall is on the right and has two gates, the Double
Gate with a monumental stairway and the Triple Gate. Overhead
stood the Royal Stoa, a long colonnaded building which served as
a ritual market place. The Temple stood near the center of the
Temple Mount.
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level of Temple Mount

\ /
reconstructed pilasters in superstructure of Western Wall
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Location of the largest stones found in the Temple Mount walls
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How blessed are all who take refuge in Him.
--Psalm 2:12
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er Herod’s death at Jericho in 4 BCE, his body was borne in a royal
ocession to Herodium, where he was buried in the tomb that he had

ilt for himself. In 2007, after years of searching, the remains of a
husoleum tentatively identified as belonging to Herod came to light.

eems that Herod changed his mind about the location and
5ign of his tomb several times. The first tomb complex was built
ower Herodium and included a ritual bath (mikveh), a ceremonial
a funerary course, and a vestibule leading to a burial cave, which
never built. In the final stage, Herod constructed a gleaming white
soleum on the slope of the mountain, outside the fortress at the top
easons of ritual purity) but high enough to be seen from the hilltops

unding Jerusalem.

course of the Jewish Revolt (66-70 CE) the mausoleum was
t entirely dismantled, probably by the Jewish rebels.
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pne block fell from the parapet at the southwestern corner of
ple Mount to the street below during the destruction of the

. Its inscription, “to the place of trumpeting ... ,” indicates
arked the place a priest would stand to signal by trumpet

the beginning and end of the Sabbath. The third word is cut
t can be completed in two fashions: to “announce” the

ing and end of the Sabbath, or to “separate” between
d mundane.

the roof of the priests’ chambers, at the point where it was the custom for
he priests to stand and to give notice, by sound of trumpet, in the afternoon
pproach, and of the following evening of the close, of every seventh day,
cing to the people the respective hours for ceasing work and for resuming
bours.” (Flavius Josephus, Jewish War, IV, xii, 12)
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~no foreigner shall enter”
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A complete inscription of identical text was found in Jerusalem a century ago,
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making it possible to restore the fragment exhibited here. It is currently in the

Archaeology Museum, Istanbul.

This fragmentary sign bears a warning, the full text of which reads,
“No foreigner shall enter within the forecourt and the balustrade
around the sanctuary. Whoever is caught will have himself to blame
for his subsequent death.” It was one of many similar signs set

into the partition around the Temple that divided between those
areas allowed to all and the sanctified area into which only Jews
were permitted. The fragment is one of the few remains from the

Second Temple enclosure.
“in this (balustrade) at regular intervals stood slabs giving waming, some in Greek,

others in Latin characters, of the law of purification, to wit that no foreigner was
permitted to enter the holy place .." (Flavius Josephus, Jewish War, V, v, 2)

Greek inscription
Jerusalem, 1st century CE, limestone

1AA 13936-989
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