
Thomas Goodwin 
(1600-1679)





The main observation 
and subject of this 
discourse . . That 
God’s people are 
diligently to observe 
the answers to their 
prayers.
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Yet many who are true investors in 
prayer neglect to watch for the return 
of answers. When the voyage of their 
prayers proves long, they grow 
discouraged, as though their ships 
were lost at sea.  



A reproof of those  
that pray, but look not 
after the return of 
their prayers; the 
causes of this neglect. 



I. Your assurance is weak 
that God accepts you.
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III. You feel that your prayers 
are seldom answered.

1 Then you have even more reason to wait.





Ye fearful saints, fresh courage take,
The clouds ye so much dread, 
Are big with mercy and shall break,
In blessings on your heads. 
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Pharaoh’s signet ring
Garments of fine linen
Gold necklace around his neck
Pharaoh’s second chariot
Proclaimed before him, Bow the knee
Over all the land of Egypt
Asenath to be his wife



Joseph before Pharaoh
Jacob to Egypt
Children of Israel when God visited
David at Ziklag
Elijah in cave
Esther before Ahasuerus
Disciples before the resurrection



III. You feel that your prayers 
are seldom answered.

1 Then you have even more reason to wait.
2 Your reward is with the Lord.  



It is in praying as in preaching, a 
man may preach faithfully many a 
year, and yet not convert a soul, and 
yet a man is not to give over waiting, 
but to observe after every sermon 
what good is done. . .   



And if none be converted, yet, “a 
man’s reward is with the Lord” (Is. 
49:4). 



And if none be converted, yet, “a 
man’s reward is with the Lord” (Is. 
49:4). “Every man shall receive his 
own reward according to his own 
labor” (I Cor. 3:8). . .  



So it is with praying; though you 
miss again and again, and nothing 
succeeds as you pray for, yet be not 
discouraged, for your reward is with 
the Lord, which will come in one day. 
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3 You are given more opportunity for faithfulness.



Because He has inclined His ear to me, 
therefore I shall call upon Him as long 
as I live (Psalm 116:2). 
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